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usrin Kose, Adam Scort, Jack

Micklans, Brian Randall, Tuke

Donald. All the grear names
weee checking our Roval Birkdale in che
third week of May pliving peactice rounds
ahead of Tuly's Chpen Championsli,

Whair a secanl, Something doesn’
souned right, Ah ves, Nicklaus doesn't play
any more. Must have been passing
through oo a caravan holiday weth Mrs
Golden Bear. Oh, and one moee thing:
whin the heck is Brian Rancally Well,
Randall is not playing in the 137ch Open
eithier and chere is jolly good reason for
rhar. He's a 73-year-old retired bank
manager wich a handecap of 24, Randall
has been & member of Roval Rickdale for
28 years and there is not a bump or
hellow o slope, dirch, disne, hillock or sod
that b doesn't know as well as his own
chikdren. Rose had his caddie and coach
wirh him on his crafry visic bt be sould
have discovered even moee lidder: secrers
of the links hiad e, ke Toaday's Graffes,
ernploved the inside knowbedge of Randall

price for che dav: steak torpedo, plare of
chips and a pint of lager with a ermonade
rop Randall's high handeap disgutses &
pros touch with a putter noe only on che
preens bur alio frorm 29 yarcls dowen ghe
fairways and probably from along the
ASES 10 Southpore peomenade, ton. Local
kenowledge char ensuned thae your 18
handicapper from Thednys Galfer was
dispatched 583 — by the hteest
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¢ COURSES

Since Mark 0'Meara won
IIBT In Tﬂﬂﬂ ﬂreH&A has

sepeuagenartan not called Gary Player.

i faireays bave been oucged] chis way or

All right Hl:ﬂ.ral
T'||:

anel cwo pures fora bogey.

Nine weeks befare the Open, the i that ard many of the greens have been Bur the kick up the back nine (o
course is already in fabubous condition. i recontouned and extended, Bur there s back side, as ehe Americans say) will
The graduared mpgh gves definioon ! ane change on each nine that will b the new tused, sloping preen ac the

o the firways, nipping and mocking i males the world's finest golfer stand 00 end of the par-3 17ch. “To will be the
and sraking all ehe way o the greens. {artention. tulking point of the Open,” Randall
Randall meckons be basn't played the f;gﬂ ¢ Ten years agn, Tiger Woods says. It looks like a Yorkshire pucding
course in such a regal stare on sucha ]“E'mﬂgﬁfe bumbled the old 9h and the R&A has  that has collapsed in the middle, 16
chondless 24°C day in pears. Par high i waited a decade to exact its revenge. players find their ball on the wrong
handicappers, it is perfoce, Whar liecle - Thenaliyearold | Tiger stood on che elevated e and tier, it will be like playing crany golf
Lxreeze rhere is oo rese us muse have . theotharheraof | dmeee scoadght over chat blind coroes,” o6 Southpoee peer All ehar will be
been puffed by an our-of-shape . 'gB.Hispitchinat | Randall points out into the wikd blue missing is the clown's mouch and 2
asthrmatic deagon, Bue what if the [Egﬁiahtg E?-.iE:fUIE i yonder. "He gota hucky kick off a witiclmall. W are aware irs
dragon enrells ina gee Ae guick ! The Open’s i mound and his ball shor forward and comtrowversial,” Deawson savs, “Ancd we
regime? “Tf the wind pets up to | preatestmoments. | enced up ar the berrom of the green arc aware that its a green thae could
S0mph in che Open, you could see Eﬂ::ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁi}q“ 380 yards away. This year, they've get away from us if we've pot ::‘,.HE'[!.LL
players hic four shors juse moreach dee (70 20 2 added more hills and ough and placed s we will be using conservacive pin
15th green,” Randall laughs. | toseshowthe i anice big bunker exacely where his positions.” So that’s a relicf. Mo

Since Mark O Meara won here in EDWSEhEIi ' i ball landed, waiting foe him o hive warklmill; just the clowns moush then
1998, the R&cA has eweaked 16 holes, | 52;“;;;1;-[.;*;;}; . anocher go this year.” “There are going 1o be some haie-

which seems like they bouglhe o job log

i beenback once,

Er, he won't. He'll hir a long inon oo

rasing roments aroune thar green,

of spades and lawnmowers and, well, | whenlplayeda  © the corner of the dogleg, which has T el yow," Randull says, beaming like
simply had o do something with g:ﬁf:f:;m} ¢ been moved 23 yands left of where ic a Roman Inoking forvward to Sunday
them. Bur B&A seorerary Perer | FormbyHailicant - was the luse time Tiger was here. Then  Afternoon ar the Colisenm — not b
Damson assires us char i's merely | plcrurethehalas | hell fire in o mid-iton and make birdie  confused wich Swaday Night at s
cosmetic racher than major surgery. L Eﬁﬁ Egtmh:;‘-"“’ - anyway. Just like Thakeys Golfer dic! Bafladisens, “We don's want it w be

Tweney bunkers have been added, 14
rensoved, anc 27 reshaped, Seven

It'seneof those

| magic moments.”

ey, driver ineo lighe lefe ronghs,

! rescue club shore of the green, chip on

boring with everyone being able o
rmake birclie,” he continues. “You wane
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risk and reward,” There will bea loc
mare thumbs down than chiumbs up
at the 17th come the end of the
championship. The Qpen will be won
o lost oo this green,

Rl Birkeale 15 regarced as
England’s finest course and chere i5 na
one at Tolkey Gafﬁr' who willargue
with that. If fwhen)} v are inspited o
ring: up o book 2 ew ome afeer
warching the Open on TV, you will be
greeved by helpful seorctany and po,
and greeted oo the Lst e by che
Warld's Most Cheerful Srarter, Juse
dion't hit into che bunkers. Some of ehe
greenside sand rraps have cleacly been
dug around & meoubd of an uptumed
Volkswagen Beetle, The sand is Like
poeticlge and if you oy m ger cun,
vourll ger the same resule as you would
if yina tried ehe same approach,
apparently, on Southports guesthouse
landlacdies,

Heroesof'98 |
| MarkO'Meara

: Adecadeago
i veteranAmerican . |
i O Meara - best i
i knownferbeing
i Tigershestmate-
| SECured a surprise

| UsMastersand

| Opendeuble, Ha

%

admirshe had a
hucky third-round
break: "OntheSth |
heleon Saturdayl |

: hitmy baliright
i offthefairway. T
| Welsoked foritfor |
{ ébout three orfour
| minutesandi

i abandonedit. But

Crowd-pleaser

tor ceiling windows giving awe-
inspiring views of the 15th green and

¢ fuirway, this 1990 arr deco

! muasterpiece books like the Ticanic -

i befoee it bumped into che jocberg,

| Inside it feels like any ocher escablished

club. There's a friendly mixed bar bue

i alstr corredons and coded encrances char
i ke you feel chere are some sreas you
i shoukdn't be snocping around.

Hey, not thiat we were snooping

! arcined che Ladies Secrion wirh its own

lounyge filled with comfyr chairs and a
soba and decoraced in soft Bloe and
cream with pink cushions, lamp
shades and vases of fowers. Tt looks
[ikoe youar aunrie’s front moom. Mice, bur
slighaly scary.

Mermbers and swaff are eager o hear

| ifyou enjoyed cheir links and everyone

says hello and makes you feel wilome,

i S0 don't come with any preconceived
i peejuclices abour saffy old Royal dubs,

NORTH-SCLTH EAST WEST

Northern lights

Nine more tracks to tvy

Cilytham Greon Driva,
Lytham S5t Aonos

Par 1}, 6158 vard= Rating:

% %3- Location: Lytharm 5t
Arnes, M55 14 ct. Graen fees:
E38 Mon-Fri; £45 weekends,
2-FORE-Y: Ay time: Tel. 01253
a7,

2-FOREL
COURSE

O Hillside, Southpart

Par 72, 6204 yards Rating: w+% %
Location: Weteroo Ao southof
smthpert fown cenme. Green fees:
E75 Mon-Fri; 295 Sunday,

Ted, (704 5677169,

IFarmby Hall, Fermby

Par 72, G409 vards Rating: % % %
Location: Off Formbsy by=pasz.
Green fees: £45 Mo Thurs; BBS
Fri-Sun. Ted. 01704 575608,

CO¥nott End, Lanes

Par 66, 5640 yarts Rating:  2:roue
# Location; 12 mies north

eastaf Bleckpool, Green fees:

F32 Mon=Fri: P40 at weehends,
2-FOREH1: Any time, Tel. 01253
BI0S/E

o Seilyy, Morth Yorks

Par 71, B17E vards Rating: + 4
Location: 3 mikes aouth west of
Selby. Gresn fees; MonFriE33a
round, B37 & day. Tel, 01707 228622,

D Lkaigh, Cheshire

Par G5, 5E25 yards Rating: # #
Location: 5 rmies narth east of
Warrrgrcn, Green fees: E30 Mon-
Fri: B4D at weskands, Ted, 01505
TEANA

Rotherham, South Yorks
Par 70, B, 327 yer s Rating: srdedede
Loeation: 4 miks edst of Rotherham,
Green fees: MorFri £34 a oond.
£48 & day. Check far weekend
avalabiby. Tel. 01709 850450,

OLlufness New, Eamt
Lothlan

Par 70, 6328 yards Rating: & &+
Lacation: 1 mie wast of Gulans.
Green fees; £70 a round or E80 per
day. Tel. (G20 843714,

CHilisborough, Sauth Yorks

1L ; . : i aslwalkedbeckto | :
¥oa'll dig yourself inen a very big !replaytheshot, | Bitkdale even weloenes socketies. Par 71, 6254 yards Rating: ###
hiale and be buried alive. | feyyeilsdout | Embiace the history and enhance the Location: Wadsley, Shefheld, Green
HT[IM Lm::;bc c]u!:rhuusixllr:i. slznlught off s gt ;';i‘afef"d it - enjoyment of your visic, There's a glass fees: EA0Man-Fr. £55 weakenis,
allywood movie see, With its curves | e hopey- cabinet in the encrance hall displaying Tel, 071 234 M5,
and nurrers all paineed white and foor | OMeara’s puger and Rese's lob wedge
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i Rough justice

Pt
i1 Birhifale
| pansiderit lost

Birkdale facts

A few things you probably didn't Enow...

() The best round &t
Aeeval Birkdada i an Open
was & B3 cardod by Ettle-
known Amearican fodie
Witded in 1580,

{2 1t will be the ninth
Opan at Birkdaa, fussa
Patar Thomson won tha
first and lask of Fis fue
Claret Jugs herg

i The slusive,
greataciilarly-colounad
Sand LEard lIves in
Birkdale Sandhills MNature
Reseryva which is on the
right slde of the 17¢h
FRirway.

71 The Ryoer Cupwas

halved for the first time at
Blrkdala in 1964 afrar
Jack MNicklaus spartinghy
and famoushy concaded a
wary missable putt on the
st gresn.

 The HGth Opan was
field at Birkdele in 1971
aned wias wean by Les
Tressno who eventualy
wan 8 titanic battla
apairst unknown Mr Ly
from Talwan. The tathors
cause wasn't helped after
hig wayward driva on the
18th struck spectator Mrs
Lillizn Tippeng an the
head, aaving her
concussed and (n need

of hospital restment,
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from 1998, Tan Baker-Finch's 3-wood
from 1991 and Arncld Palmers sand
wedge from 1961 Around the corner
rthere is anocher glass case full of
memedabilia frorm che Byder Cups
hebd here in 1963 and 1962 eam caps,
pairings sheets, EVen a progrmme-
sellerts sille sash, And on che wall
going up the stairs o the dining
oo, there are photographs of all
Birkdale’s Open champions receiving
the Claret Jug, Peter Thernson in 1963
was the last one 1o change into a suic
b che ceremeny. From Lee Trevin in
1971, standaeds sadly slipped, ald boy,
anc] became far roo slack and caseal,
W hatever happened o disapline and
decent manners? They'll be growing
their hair nexe, and weanng jeans:

It wouldn'e have happened in
Theodaore Lord's day, club president,
194 5-44, or when chaps bad proper
narnes like 1G Seaveley-Dick and BM
Ecketsley Hope, winners of the
Capeain’s Prize in 1967 and 1968
respectively, Thar's another wonderful
thing abour old clubs, They have such
fablons Honours Boards. And there's

Thousands of course reviews @ wivw todaysgolferonike

a mogues gallery, o, of captains’
poreraits in cheap ablong frames from
the firse in 1890, when clearly an
ecsseniial requisiee for the job was
e @ tuxedo and possessing
greased back hair with g side parting;
Sadby, comedy facial hair, handlebar
mioustaches, and Moges beards wemed
o bevome unfashionable during e
ever so sensible 1930s,

Ten years ago, Brian Randall lefe his
bank in charge of somebocdy else and
wene oo warch the golf. “Encermaining
customers, of course,” Randall
remembers, “I found myselF sitting
et 0 a lacly fas you dal, oo che patio
i fromt of the clublowse, And she
jumiped up and squealed when Mark
(Y Meara won, Tams ot it was M
OrMeara. She seemed very nice” His
winning scorecare (O Mear’s, no
Randall’s) hangs on che wall in che
spike bar, tow.

Dron't be surprised if Randall finds
himself sicring nexe oo anacher nice
lady on Sunday again chis year. A nice
Swedish former nanny, perhaps. "Carne
for a soeak wrpedo, Mes Woods?"

— -




Clb el

Tham Lihm pec)
‘It e reachable i fa bt s
tiaht &l theway dowr thens,
And the rovgh's ot fully grown
vet! | won' be surprised 1o see
gune hatting inons off the tee, s
avery dificull hola when
playved inta the wind and
dosant ghve itsalf up that easiby
I narme condiiang, pros
willbs looking ta find the
fairwey about 280 yards dewn
IeEving around 260 yards
with a falrwey wood. But if

16th hoie
Par 4, 439 yards
Onee yol'hve drivan 2iraigs |
and long aver rough, rofling
terrain apd faund the short
sUiF, the hard part (s still te
cames the oritical sesond shos
i& plaved to & ratsed gradn
protected by four deep
burikars and hollows. I wou il
toi find tha dancefoor’, getting
up and deam 15 likety fa prove
misslon Impossila.

Tour pro versus hacker

Wobere cagles are vave: head pro Briaw Hodghinson telly
husw pros and heackers tackle Bivkdale's ingest hole.

tinay fird the falraay bunkers
thenyll'bie fomead to chep ot
Sy |t's tampting o plck
up shats Bt iF vou take iton
WouvE gt to human' it thers's

‘& shollder mning cown the

middle of e groea soit's sl

Tt Cver ey resch In

Eaples grerare on hole 15,7

Us (sverage golfers)

*Evin theugh the normal tee s
4} wards ahead_ this (= g
patehtla signamare hola

Coming down the stretch

Where The Open will be con... and lust

r !
e, B

T7th hole
Phrﬁ,.myal‘dﬂ
H-.e1'?'n‘|i\d.ewm'.-uherahle
DRGE = NoL &ty more; Tha new

| e friskias the hola 20 yerds

| lenger and tugher. The defve

rrmﬂvbetmnhmtwmm

sand hils and sugid the two
nEw Bunkears rght of the
FRinway, Breanside bunkers
P NEmoW aocess to the
Twoetiar @reen - pushed beach

+ 30 Wards end well protected,

| formid to high handicappers

i whis hatve to bt sveryehing
+=pot-on ciherwises theyre in

| g trovciie, Thers's rodgah right

! and left and bunkers seamingy
evarywhare ou wart o hit the
bak. The emart move s 1o blas:
& 5-wood Into the 30-yand gap
Betwesn two S8t of Dunkars,
leeving an B-ronin; Its & big
a5k, though and few @at it righe

| wry often, Butiry (o play the
e 100 cartinishy snd vou've
no-cfance of making par.”

| 18th hole

Par 4, 473 yards
This towgh finaks did for Tom

| Watson in 1997, s ane of the
| hardest finishing holes 0 golf.
Glrft_hﬂ tes theresout-of-
boumnds on the rignt., whi for

| the sacond shot theras 5
| nermow gap between two

mounds toalm &t There ars

. three bunkers guarding tha
| &reen, pving athht edtrance
i T the putling surface,

NORTH SOUTH EAST WEST

' Mere mortals
play Birkdale

TG readery give their i
verdict on the Open venue

-nﬁs;amrar‘mtf'ﬁﬂm; |
Inst aaiit sight blls but 1 fousy

It fantasric oo
Chlsy thecouras
mstamwmrmﬁafmtfm
pmwwngmnmﬂm
i i toven, Therais & It
jf e "ﬂgg%
rves. the best 3
Ewtsamm&,ewrﬁﬁ,m
Rﬂﬂm**#ﬁﬂ

|

Ratings 4w a4

‘Minrk
Caidwel
Mg 32
Hmdlmp: &
Tl ws iy firss
: . ratind chalinks.
m:-ursa Al marrtmaﬁﬁrig
Sothing e this znd Factially
siyad akight. | hed to work out
o o play different shars. |
usest ongar ifoes o get int ma'g
Mﬁerthmm-,f driver.

Rating: ks %4
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